UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCE
COURSE OUTLINE

Course: GEOLOGY 475, Geologic Record of Global Change

LO1: TuTh, 11:00-12:15, SB 105 Instructor: Dr. Bernhard Mayer Office: ES 506A Tel. No. 220 5389 e-mail address:
bmayer@ucalgary.ca, Office Hours: Wednesday: 15:00-15:45

The course website can be found on blackboard (http://blackboard.ucalgary.ca).
Departmental Office: ES118, 403-220-5184, geosci@ucalgary.ca

Prerequisites: GLGY 201, 202 or 203 and CHEM 201 or 211, CHEM 203 or 213; MATH 249 or 251 or AMAT 217
(see http://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/geology.html)

Lab Assignments (10) 25%
Midterm test 30% (October 22, 2013)
Final Examination 45% (To be scheduled by the Registrar)

A passing grade on the final exam is necessary to pass the course as a whole.

Each piece of work (assignment, laboratory report, midterm test or final examination) submitted by the student will be
assigned a percentage score. The student's average percentage score for the various components listed above will
be combined with the indicated weights to produce an overall percentage for the course, which will be used to
determine the course letter grade, bearing in mind that an F grade will result if the student does not pass the Final
Examination. The conversion between course percentage and letter grade is given below. Final grades will be
assigned based on the weighting scheme described above and will be converted to letter grades as follows:

Letter Grade Percent Letter Grade Percent
A+ >95 C+ 66-69
A 88-95 (65 62-65
A- 83-87 C- 58-61
B+ 78-82 D+ 54-57
B 74-77 D 50-53
B- 70-73 F <50

Course Materials:" Ruddiman, W. F. (2008) Earth’s climate: past and future. Freeman & Company,
Second edition. (available in bookstore).

Other useful reference books:

Mackenzie, F. T. (1998) Our Changing Planet: An introduction to Earth System Science and Global Environmental
Change. Prentice Hall.

Schlesinger, W. H. (1997) Biogeochemistry: An analysis of global change. Academic Press. Langmuir, D., Aqueous
environmental geochemistry, Prentice Hall, 1997 (GB855.L.36 1997).

The course blackboard site contains the lecture material and the lab assignments, as well as other resource material
that you might find useful. Students are advised that reading the course blackboard page is not a substitute for
attendance at lectures. The lectures provide an interactive environment that embellishes on, and provides a context



for, the material in the textbook, whereas blackboard is a live site that allows for tailoring and updating of the course
matenal during the term.

8. Approved Mandatory and Optional Course Supplemental Fees: None

9. Writing across the curriculum statement: e.g. ‘In this course, the quality of the student's writing in laboratory
reports will be a factor in the evaluation of those reports. See also Section E.2 of the University Calendar.

10. Human studies statement: Students in the course are not expected to participate as subjects or researchers. See
also Section E.5 of the University Calendar.

11. OTHER IMPORTANT. INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS:

(b) Assembly Points: |n_case of emergency during class time, be_sure to FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF with the

(c) Academic Accommodation Policy: Students with documentable disabilities are referred to the following links:

(d) Safewalk: Campus Security will escort individuals day or night _ (hitp://www.ucalgary.ca/security/safewalk/). Call

(e) Freedom of Information and Privacy: This course.is.conducted in accordance with the Freedom of Information

(f) Student Union Information: VP Academic Phone: 220-3911. Email:_suvpaca@ucagary.ca. SU_Faculty Rep.

(g) Internet and Electronic Device Information: You can_assume_that in all classes that you attend, your cell

The following signature lines should be added to ty course outline as appropriate
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